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gopis, than is to be found in the Alvars. From the stand-
point of religion it would appear to mark a perversion,
which is by no means so definite in the Tamil works.1
The Nalayira Prabandham is one of the great devo-
tional classics of the Tamil country, and there are Sri-
Vaishnavas, both men and women, who carry the whole of
it in their memory, chanting it to simple ragams or tunes,
in their private devotions. It is also used in temple worship,
side by, side with the Sanskrit Veda. Certain portions of the
Ndldyiram (notably the Tiruppallandu and the Tiruppavai,
translated in this selection) are recited daily in all
Sri-Vaishnava temples, and also on special occasions.2
For instance, there are special portions appropriate to
marriages ; and at death, among other portions, the Tirup-
pallandu is recited, and in the cremation procession the
Tirumruttam (here translated in part). At the great
Snrangam temple, near Trichinopoly, the whole of the
Prabandham is recited during the ten days of the EkadasI
festival in January, and also on the Saints' Days sacred to
the several Alvars. At Srirangam and in all Sri-Vaishnava
temples, the Tamil Prabandham is recited in processions in
front of the god, and the Sanskrit Veda behind him. He is
there said ' to rest on the Prabandham^and to carry the Veda/
For the Sri-Vaishnava, this great Srirangam temple—an
enormous enclosure, containing a town within the temple
walls—is simply ' Koyil/ the Temple, par excellence ; and it
is here—far more than at Tirupati, which is situated at the
extreme north of the Tamil and on the borders of the Telugu
country, and which is mentioned in the Hymns only less
frequently than Srirangam—that the 'Tamil Veda,' as the
Prabandham is sometimes called, is given full honour. The
regular daily worship at Tirupati is mainly in Sanskrit.
Originally, the Hymns seem to have been sung in the
1	After giving a detailed account of Krishna's dalliance with the
gopis, the Bhagavata Purana concludes (Book x, chap. 33): ' Who-
ever respectfully listens to and rehearses the account of the amorous,
sport of Vishnu with the damsels of Vraja, conceives great devotion for
the almighty lord, and subduing his own self, he speedily destroys
his desires that are maladies of the mind/
2	See introductory note on the Tiruppallandu, p. 33.

